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REDU CD OFFICERS. 


S I R, 


Have read your Caſe with the utmoſt 

j Care and Impartiality ; and cannot but 
approve that Principle of Charity. by 
which you ſay you are acted, if it be diſin- 
tereſted and ſincere, which there is much 
Reaſon to doubt; as in the Courſe of this 
Letter ſhall be ſnewn. A generous Diſ- 
poſition to All who are diſtreſs'd, eſpeci- 
ally Men deſerving ſo well as the Officers 
that have ſerv'd in the late glorious War, 
is certainly Praiſe-woxthy. But as you 
ſeem to have fallen into an extraordinary 
Method of ſhewing this your Publick Spi- 
rit, you mult pardon me if I preſume to 
/ HTS make 
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make a few Remarks upon the whole: And 
hope my Conduct in addrefling to 
you, though unknown, will at leaſt appear 
as equitable and reſpectful as yours of offer- 
N form. apo" 4 RT 4" to His Roy- 
al Highneſs ; and that in ſo bold a Manner, 
as they ſeem not a little to reflect upon the 
Adminiſtration, as well as arraign the Con- 
duct of the King himſelf: My Duty to whom, 
I aſſure you, much more than the Weight 
of your Arguments, induces me to give 
you this Trouble. And indeed had not 
the Parliament determin'd againſt you, I 
ſhou'd ſcarce have troubled myſelf (and 
therefore it is that J have not done it ſoon- 
er) in replying to a Complaint of Grievan- 
ces, which in itſelf no one will think worth 
a Reply. But as the Allowance of Half- 
Pay alone is now re- eſtabliſh'd, it may not 
be altogether inſignificant to adminiſter an 
Antidote againft the Malignancy your 
Poifon may have wrought. ' And ſince not 
one Officer any more than yourſelf has 
fubſcrib'd to your Repreſentation, and I 
muſt therefore take it for granted that you 

- are wholly uncommiſſion d by the Gen- 
tlemen whoſe Caſe is the Subject of it; I 
eonceive none of them can conſider them- 
felves as ill treated by me, to which I ſo- 
lemnly declare I have not the leaſt Incli- 
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.. You, Sir, and I are agreed in the Point 
of His Royal Highneſs's conſummate Bra- 
very and indefatigable Care for the Main- 
tenance of true Martial Diſcipline: To 
which Character of yours J ſhall make bold 
to add, that ſo great a Prince is likewiſe 
too wiſe to be documented in Print. Vou 
ſpeak to him of his Readineſs to protect 
uch as make fuitable Applications; and 
afterwards in the Concluſion of your Plea 
are pleas' d to fay of yourſelf, that you are 
a Man of a general Conuerſation, as well 
as ſome Obſervation. One would ſcarce 
think it. A very little Experience might 
furely have told you,. that to-apply to him 
thus publickly was not the Way to do it 
moſt ſuitably ; and conſidering His High- 
neſs's moſt obliging Candor and Eaſineſs 
of Acceſs, you have not the leaſt Pretence 
to Pardon, for pitching upon the only Me- 
thod of doing it, by which the Subject of 
your Complaint muſt probably be in the 

outh of the whole World, before it can 
reach Him for whoſe eſpecial Conſidera- 
tion it is pretended to be drawn. Truly, 
Sir, one 1s tempted by this Reflection *0 
ſuſpect that notwithſtanding your Enco- 
miums upon his Royal Highneſs, and of- 
ten repeated Profeſſion of Charity to the 


Reduc'd Officers, you are at the bottom 


of the Race of Malecontents; and without 
having the leaſt real Reſpect for either, are 


only 
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only ſeeking by this more plauſible Means 
to ring a Larum in the Ears of the People, 
and {till more perplex Affairs at this cri- 
tical Juncture. But I am to be more par- 
ticular, and will now follow you into the 
three Diviſions of your pretended Grie- 
vances, which I hope I ſhall ſhew to be 
none. | 


I. As to the former of theſe, which re- 
lates to Semiority, I humbly preſume 
your Complaint that ſeveral old Officers 
were left out of the new Levies, the Com- 
 miſſionsfor which were fill'd with their Ju- 
niors, is a frank Arraignment of his Maje- 
jeſty's known Juſtice: And as Juſtice is the 
firſt of all Royal Virtues, nothing could be 
aim'd more home by the moſt inveterate 
of his Foes. Bur to come to Fact and the 
Reaſon of the Thing. You ſpeak of the 
Advertiſement publiſh'd inthe Gazezte for 
the Commiſſioning of Officers according 
to Seniority. In Anſwer to which I ſay, that 
Advertiſement was not meant in ſo ſtrict 
a Senſe, as if they were to ſucceed each 
after his Senior in an exact Arrangement 
without any Exception whatſoever; but 
only that ſuch in general (as in Fact it was) 
ſnould be ſelected as had long and well 
ſerv'd, in Bar of the Sale of Commiſſions, 
and other unequal Favours which might 
be ſhewn to Men little or wholly unskilf'd 
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in Warfare. Nor cou'd it be otherwiſe: Lo 
ſuppoſe that this general Order was to be 
a Rule in all Points wou'd be Nonſenſe. 

The Service for which theſe Levies were 
rais'd was not a remote War, againſt a fo- 
reign Enemy, but civil, and at our own 
Doors. Now many of thoſe Officers 
were Diſaffected, or at leaſt under the 
Suſpicion of being ſo. And to put but 
one Caſe; wou'd it not have been fine 
Work, if JShaftove (who according to 
this Plea of Seniority might, if I am well 
inform'd, have mgde his Claim good to a 
Regiment) had been ſo Commiſſion'd? 1 
dare ſay he wou'd have accepted it; and 
might ſo have been in Ability at Preſton 
to ſerve his Friends more eftectually than 
otherwiſe it happen'd. Again, Some were 
doubtleſs worn out and decay'd, or their 
Health not ſufficient for the Fatigues of 
immediate Service ; and Others I am ſure 
were ſettled and ingag'd with their Fami- 
lies in the remoteſt parts of the three King- 
doms, and even beyond the Seas: and the 
Danger was too preſling to admit of De- 
Jay, or any Interval of Abſence. But be- 
ſides, Sir, the Nature of the thing itſelf is 
ſtronger than a thouſand Examples. Seni- 
ority, though a good Plea in conjunction 
with other Motives, is alone but a ſorry 
Recommendation, nay rather an Argu- 
ment againſt being Promoted; ſince where 
there is long Uſe of any Art without ee 
a ; | arriv 
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arriv'd to ſome Excellence therein, it only 
ſhews that the Perſon is out of his Sphere, 
and was never born for that particular Pro- 
feſſion. All the World knows that Geni- 
us is more than one half towards the At- 


tainment of any Endowment; and a Ma- 


cartney wou'd be a Macartney in half the 
time as many a one wou'd require to be 
able to command a Company. In ſhort, 
why ſhou'd Seniority be alledg'd as a ſuf- 
ficient Reaſon to intitle a Man to a higher 
Poſt in the Army, any more than it is in 
the Church or Weſtminfler-Hall! The old- 
eſt Doctor is not always made Biſhop, nor 
the firſt Bencher Judge. And doubt not 
but his Majeſty, who has himſelf acquir'd 
fuch a conſummate Knowledge in the Art 
of War, was no incompetent Diſcerner 
of the Merit of thoſe he Advanc'd. At 
leaſt, whatever may be your Opinion, you 
will give others leave Thope to aquieſce in 
his Choice, eſpecially after ſo much Suc- 
ceſs has attended it. And where in any 
particular Caſes it was his Royal Pleaſure 
to deviate from the nice Obſervance of 
this Rule or the Duke of Marlborough's 
aforeſaid Order, (ſince his own Right and 
Title were at Stake, and therefore None 
could be more concern'd in it) 'tis our Du- 
ty I think to leave him to his particular 
Reaſons: And which it can't be ſuppos'd 
his Majeſty is bound (unleſs we will make 
him a very Duke of Venice indeed) to ge: 
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declare to every ſingle diſcontented Officer. 
Though for the Number of thoſe then 
Commillion'd who had never ſerv'd be- 
fore, tis ſo very inconſiderable that it de- 
ſerves not to be mention d. Perhaps they 
do not amount to above half a ſcore; who 
cou'd be ſingularly uſeful by their Influence 
in ſome Counties; or ſuch as had other- 
wiſe diſtinguiſh'd themſelves by their Zeal 
or Capacity in ſome extraordinary manner. 
But, Sir, You wou'd inſinuate that the 
Parliament was aware of this Grievance of 
the Officers unprovided for; and there- 


fore at that Time addrelſs'd his Majeſty fot 


Full Pay to them, as a Reparation of ſuch 
their Diſappointment. This is abſolutely 
falſe, nor have you brought any ſhew of 
Proof for it: But indeed as they were well 
aſſur d that all the Officers in Half-Pay 
could not be Re-commiſſion'd, and knew 
not however but there might be occaſion 
for their Skill and Preſence in putting the 
Train- bands into Order, and keeping the 
Counties to their Duty; they did for this 
Reaſon only and ſuch like, petition the 
King in Behalf of ſuch un- commiſſion'd 
Officers; that being thus put into full Pay, 
they might the betrer-have Ability of re- 
airing to, and being ſerviceable in the 

Parts to which they ſhould be order d. 

This being Fact, all you afterwards raiſe 
upon ſo wrong a Foundation, mult neceſ- 
5 * ſarily 
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ſarily fall to the Ground. And to talk of 
the Diſſatisfaction of Men of Honour to 
ſee themſelves diſappointed, and the reſt. 
in that Strain, in other Words comes but 
to this; that his Majeſty ought not to have 
his Commiſſions: at his own Diſpoſal, but 
the non-commiſſion'd Officers are better 
Judges than he of their Capacity and Ti- 
tle to ſerve him. And then the Diſtincti- 
on you make between the Seniors and o- 
ther reduc'd Othcers in general, as I have 
already prov'd the Unreaſonableneſs of the 
particular Plea made for ſuch Seniors, is 
in it ſelf frivolous and againſt common 
Senſe. And as I have likewiſe ſhewn you 
to call in Queſtion his Majeſty's paſt Juſtice 
in his not ſtanding {trictly to your Rule of 
Seniority; ſo when you here again con- 
clude this Head in expecting peremptori- 
ly that ſuch Officers ought to be continu'd 
on full Pay, you ſeem to me to tell him 
in ſo many Words, that he will be no leſs 
unjuſt for the Future, ſhou'd he with the 
Concurrence of his Parliament (as it has 
ſince happen'd) not find it convenient ſo to 
continue them ; though they never had a- 
ny further Title to it thanhis meer Royal 
Tace, and Favour. | - He 2 

For my own Part, I have ſo much Cha- 
rity for theſe brave Men, that I did notin 
the leaſt with the Reducement of their 
Pay. But ſince the Government has judg'd 
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it proper, I cannot fee where the Injuſtice 
of it hes. Did Men indeed through an 
Heroick Impulſe renounce better Views 
when they commence Soldiers, and enter 
into the Service, purely for the Love of 
their King and Country, I ſhou'd be of a- 
nother Sentiment. But I fear publick 
Spirit runs not ſo high. For is it not plain 
that we make a Craft of War, and take 
to this Profeſſion as well as others for a 
Livehhood'? In fine, few Officers, had 
they been in a way of better Employment, 
wou d have commenc'd ſuch: which being 
fo, I ſee not how in ſtrict Juſtice they can 
even pretend to Half. Pay in time of 
Peace. Vou are for making a Diſtinction 
between Seniors and other Officers as to 
their pretenſions to full Pay; and I own 
Myſelf, as to their Pretenſions to any at all, 
for a Diſtinction between ſuch as want it 
and thoſe who do not. Charity indeed 
and all the ends of Society perſwade, that 
2 Man who has ſerv'd his Country bravely 
in the Quality of Gentleman, ſhou'd not 
commence Beggar when there is no longer 
occafion for his Services. But this being 
allow'd, how the Conceſſion ſhou'd take 
in Men of Eſtates and large Fortunes, (e- 
ven acquir'd in the Serviee) or ſuch as are 
ſince fallen into other Employs, is difficult 
toreſolve.None of the common Arguments 
can be urg'd for them: While they ſerv'd, 

| B 2 they 
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2 were paid for it; and now they are 
Diſcharg' d, there ſeems to be no occaſion 
why they ſhou'd be paid any longer. But 
I ſhall leave this Point; it being not ſo in- 
tirely to my preſene Purpoſe. = 


II. The next Grievance which you of- 
fer to his Royal Highneſs is-that of the 
Warrant-Officers, ut, Sir, however 
grievous this Caſe at firſt ſight appears, 
as you have repreſented it, I preſume that 
the true ſtating of it will be a ſufficient 
Anſwer, You ſo perplex this Matter, that 
one is apt to believe theſe Warrant Gen- 
tlemen to have been ſome of the reduc'd 
Officers at the general Reducement of 

the Forces after the late Peace; and as 
ſuch, it truly appears hard that they ſhou'd 
not have been on an equal foot of full 
Pay with the Reſt. But the World is to 
underſtand that they were not Officers at 
the time of the ſaid general Reducement, 
and therefore (as indeed their being 10 
Warranted implies) are not upon a like 
foot of Claim as the Others, On the 
contrary, when his 8 came to the 
Throne, he found divers Perſons payable 
by Warrant, who upon Inquiry, had ne- 
ver ſerv'd at all in the Army; and whoſe 
real Merit for the moſt part was no other 
than that they had been uſeful by their 
ſecret Services to certain great Men * 
| | tne 
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the late Adminiſtration. But of theſe, to 
ſuch as were found any ways Intitl'd, his 
Majeſty has thought fit to continue 
their reſpective Allowances, and no 
more; not, as you may now ſee, Sir, on the 
Conſideration of their being lately reduc'd 
Officers, but Perſons already fix'd upon an 
Eftabliſhment, and even for that Cauſe, 
CES to the common Reaſoning of 
Mankind) without very notorious Deme- 
rit, in ſome manner intitl'd thereto. And 
for the reſt, it is Raſhneſs, if no worſe, 
in you an anonymous Petitioner, to pre- 
tend to direct his Majeſty in the Appoint- 
ment he ſhall with his own Hand be pleas d 
to make to any particular Set of Officers 
who may have formerly ſerv'd. You 
have not thought fit to let the World know 
ſome of the Reaſons why thoſe Gentle- 
men were not Replac'd upon the Eſtabliſſi- 
ment with the reſt of the Officers with 
whom they ſervd: Nor wou'd they care, 
I prefume;, that the World ſhou'd be let in- 
to them. And therefore I ſhall preſs this 
Argument no further; it being already 
pretty apparent that ſuch Officers lie un- 
der no Hardſhip: Under an Omiſſion Iam 
ſure they cannot be, when his Majeſty thus 
with his own Hand made the ſeveral di- 
ſtinct Allowances. And in this, againſt 
your ſingle Judgment, I have the Authori- 
ty of a whole Houſe of Commons * 
| ide, 
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Side, who it ſeems (as your ſelf allow) 
were not ſo ſharp- ſighted as to ſee any ſuch 


Highneſs will not find your Propoſal in be- 
pa of theſe Warrant-Officers ſo equita- 
ble as you imagine. And as to their re- 
markable Loyalty on which you much-ex- 
R I heartily with it may be fo: 
Though I fear from what has been already 
mention'd as to the Nature of their firſt 
coming upon the Eftabluhment, there is 
too much Cauſe in Part at leaſt to doubt it. 
But be that as it will, tis extravagant that 


ang ho are penſion'd upon no other 


Bottom than that of his Majeſty's Charity, 
gh) from the — of that Cha. 
rity alone grow up to lay claim to a higher: 
In NE Sir, ou plead. the Cauſe of 
theſe Warrant-Officers with ſuch Warmth; 
that if I might _ in your Far, I would 
ask you a Queſtion. But tis no Matter; 
and whether you are one of them, or elſe 
may be intereſs d in their Cauſe, as Mr: 


Moor was in that of the Span; Trade, 


or not; or whatever elſe may be the occa- 
{ton of this your ſingular: Zeal for them 
which makes you run on at all Hazards in 
their Behalf; I think however I have ſuf- 
ficiently ſatisfy'd every impartial Perſon by 
this Time, that their. Cafe is no ſuch Grie- 
vance as you would make it. 
bie III. Now 
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III. Now in the laſt Place, for what con- 
cerns the Payment of the reduc'd Oth- 
cers in general, your Complaint is perfect- 
ly trifling. Vou firſt put the caſe of the 

ardſhips they ſuffer in this way; and then 
your ſelf anſwer it. If the Neceſſity of the 
State is (as you ſay) the only Cauſe of the 
Delays in their Payment, why ſhou'd you 
give yourſelf all this Trouble? Why in 
this pompous publick Manner make it 
one of your general Heads of Abuſe? 
And ſo in Fact it has been for almoſt two 
Years together, One Rebellion has been 
actually rais'd, and another is {till in Agi- 
tation; and certainly the Emergencies of 
the Government in ſuch. Circumſtances 
ſhou'd have -oblig'd you to Silence, even 
ſuppoſing your Complaints in every Point 
true, which they are not. For as to your 
Remark upon the abominable Practice 
of thoſe concern'd in the Pay-Office; 
every one experienc'd in theſe Mat- 
ters knows, that as ſoon as the Pay- 
maſter-General has receiv'd Moneys for 
their Pay, tis in a few Days iflu'd 
to them with the utmoit Diſpatch. And 
(whatever Poſtponements might be made 
in the latter end of the late Reign, 
when the Officers were purpoſely in- 
ſulted) certain it is, that your own Pro- 
pol of four Monthly Payments has in this 

\eign been generally obſerv'd; (if I am 
ec HOP rightly. 
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rightly inform'd) except when the afore- 
{aid Neceſlities, proceeding from the un- 
ſettl'd State of the. Nation, has thrown 
unſurmountable Obſtacles in the Way. 
And put caſe of the worſt, it is hard that 
the ſame Forbearance of 'paying his Ser- 
vants mult not be allow'd his Majeſty as is 
expected by any of his Subjects upon the 
like Urgencies. It is impoſſible he ſhou'd 
pay them before his Rents are brought in; 
and ſince moſt Officers (as before has been 
hinted) did for their own Sake, and not 
for his, or their Country's,” enter into his 
Service, and would not even now conti- 
nue in it, if they could otherwiſe make a 
better Fortune; it is apparent that any 
ought in common Equity to {ſtand by all 
ſuch Inconveniencies, without thus loudly 
complaining of them... £190 "Dt; 
And in anſwer to their Neceſlity of 
raiſing Money per Advance at exorbitant 
Intereſt, 1 ſay, if their Miſconduct or Ex- 
travagancies oblige them to anticipate their 
Pay, that cannot any ways be chargeable 
upon the Government. Though it is not 
eaſy to gueſs, Sir, how they can give ſuch 
exorbitant Intereſt as you mention; eſpe- 
cially when in this Point you ſeem to con- 
tradict your felf. For at the ſame time 
you ſpeak of ſixty per Cent. you like- 
wiſe tell us that they are now paid only 
to July laſt, which is upwards of eight 
; | Months 
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Ml-ionths agoe; and the Advance-Mony to 
84 Agents being only one Shilling a Pound, 
. (as I am aflur'd) to how much above ſix 
per Cent. that will amount, I leave them 
+ concern'd to reckon, And. certainly. the 

| Agents well deſerve their Advance-Mony 
upon giving Credit ſo long, and running 
the Riſque of Lives, and other Inconveni- 
encics which frequently happen, and may 
| not be proper to be mention'd. 


Thus, Sir, your three prime Heads being 
Anſwer'd, the Enumeration of thoſe Grie- 
vances which you fay ſpring from them 
would be of no Signification. Nor can 1 

ueſs what thoſe leſſer Grievances ſhou'd. 
5 e, or whether they are really any at all, 
at leaſt by what has yet been diſcover'd. 

It is true, his Royal Highneſs, as became 
ſo penetrating and ſagacious a Prince, did 
appoint Commiſſioners to examine into; 
the Pretenſions of Officers, as you men- 
tion: But he had afterwards the Satisfacti- ' 
on to find the Abuſes crept in ſo very few, 
as {ſcarce worthy to be mention'd, except 
that of ſome Minors being upon. the Eſta- 
bliſhment ; nor can this. properly be de- 
termin'd an Abuſe, it being yet a Queſtion 
whether his Majeſty will not, in Conſide- 
ration of the Merit of. their Fathers, allow 
of their Pretenſions. | | 
_ . You here again repeat your Concern for 
filling the Vacancies which ſhall happen in the 

C fſtanding 
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ſtanding Regiments with reduc'd Officers, 
according to their Seniority ; which gene- 
rally is and will be done in thoſe new Re- 
iments rais'd on account of the late Re- 
elion. But as for the old ones, as thoſe 
were fill'd before the Duke of Mar lbo- 
rough's Regulation printed in the Gazette, 
it 1s concluded that many in ſuch Regi- 
ments having bought their Commiſſions, 
it would in ſome tort be an Abuſe, were 
that Abuſe itſelf abſolutely Redreſs'd: 
Since it is but according to the Laws of 
common Juſtice between Man and Man, 
that ſuch ſhould diſpoſe of their Commiſ- 
ſions, if they pleaſe, in the manner they 
aequir'd them. But it is not ſo with the 
new-Regiments, rais'd ſince his Majeſty's 
Acceſſion; and where none were bought 
there is no occaſion to ſell. As for the 
printed Liſts you mention for the more 
effectual redreſs of Abuſes in this Caſe and 
obtaining of Pay, and the appearance of 
Officers before Toltices of the Peace, and 
the like; all-this is in the main actually ob- 
fery'd ; and one wou'd think you might 
leave it to the Pay-Office to take care in 
that Affair, eſpecially when you accuſe 
them of their aptneſs to detain the Pay, 
thereby to enrich "Themſelves. | 
And now, Sir, to conclude, what ſhall 
[ ſay of your giving this Alarm at this 


Time? I have already touch'd upon the 


Extra- 
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Extraordinarineſs of your Choice to make 
this Addreſs to his Royal Highneſs in Print, 
when you might more properly (and 
doubtleſs more effectually) have done it 
in another Manner. I have likewiſe ſup- 
os'd. that you may yourſelf, notwithſtand- 
ing your Proteſtation to the contrary, be 
a Warrant-O fficer, by reaſon of your par- 
ticular Fervency in their Cauſe, which is 
by far the leaſt Jultable But in Reality 
putting both theſe together, it is much 
molt probable that you are a diſguis'd Ene- 
my to the Eſtabliſhment (as in the begin- 
ning of my Letter I ſuſpected) who under 
this friendly Pretence wou'd have thrown 
a Stumbling-Block in the way, amongſt 
the many other, in order to ſtir up a Diſ- 
content in the Minds of the well-meaning 
Officers, that ſo in caſe the Rebellion 
ſhou'd come to bear, you might hope to make 
{ſome Converts among them. Elſe in my 
ps Opinion, you ſhou'd, as I have done, 
ave ſuſpended your Sentiments, till the 
Legiſlature had come to ſome Reſolution 
in this matter; and which might have re- 
dounded more to your Service than this 
method of -prejudging their Proceedings, 
and that in a manner o Malicious and full 
of Invective. But for my own Part, 1 
can after all honeſtly aver, that I do from 
my Heart wiſh you had been as much diſ- 
appointed in your Apprehenſions, as * 
| tne 
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mee ne Rallers who wich ſuch Ragbourant 
Ill Manners condemn'd beiere han Mr: 
Malpolès Scheme for reducing of the Na- 
|| tional Debts, Which has ſince ve fer- 
vedly met with fach univerſal Applauſe; 
and will (ſnould the preſent Age be e- 
ful enough ſoon to forget the beneſſt of #8) 
doubtleſs tranſmit his Memory faces 
Poſterity. And I cannot but take Lende, 
in acquainting you that you would have 
ated much more Honeſtly as well as 
Prudently, in rather giving that great 
Man his Due inflead of chargi im 
with miſapplication of the publick Mony; 
by remembring with Gratitude, the new 
Regulation he made, when Pay- maſter 
General, in favour of the Army; which 
(to add a Word to what I have already * 
be bo upon thisSnbject) is now better pay'd 
thanany Ie tx rope, it having almoſt 
. ever ſince his Majeſty came to the Throne, 
i been conſtantly paid a Month in Advance, 
| To make an end, Sir, let me adviſe you 
as a Friend never more to publiſh your own, 
or other Mens Grievances to the World, 
without having the ſtricteſt regard to 
Truth; which in this Anſwer has been the 
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April 6. 1717.7 2 Nr | 
SIDE | 2 our. bumble & erUuant. 
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